
Curriculum for SAMPOL-120: Scandinavian politics and government. 
(Tentative, there may be some minor changes) 

 

 

The curriculum for this course consists of a number of chapters, articles, and other types of 

publications. The curriculum covers a range of topics, as listed below. For each topic a 

number of publications are relevant and some publications may be relevant for several 

topics. The publications are available in three forms: 

 

- Chapters in books which can be bought at Studia, the university bookstore. These 

titles are indicated by (B). 

- Publications that are included in a compendium for sale at Studia. These titles are 

indicated by (C). 

- Articles from scientific journals and other publications which are available 

electronically at “my space”, indicated by (EC). 

 

 

State and nation-building 

 

Erik Allardt (2000): “A political sociology of the Nordic countries”, European Review, Vol. 

8, No. 1, 129-141(EC) 

 

Hecker-Stampehl, Jan. 2004. “Nation-State formation and cultural diversity in Sweden”. 

European Migration Centre, project EUROROM- Roma and Sinti in Europe. 30 pages. (EC) 

 

Jouni Hakli (2008): “Regions, networks, and fluidity in the Finnish Nation-State”, National 

Identities, Vol. 10, No. 1, 5-20 (EC) 

 

Tim Knudsen and Bo Rothstein (1994): “State-building in Scandinavia”, Comparative 

Politics, Vol 26, No. 2, 203-220 (EC) 

 

Mikko Lagerspetz (2003): “How many Nordic countries?”, Cooperation and Conflict, Vol. 

38, No. 1, 49-61 (EC) 

 

Ollila, Anne. 1998. “Perspectives to Finnish identity”. Scandinavian Journal of History, Vol 

23 Nr: 3-4. 23 pages. (EC) 

 

Sørensen, Stråth og Østergård. 1997. The Cultural construction of Norden. Oslo: 

Universitetsforlaget, Chapter 1-2, 77 pages (C) 

 

 

Ethnic minorities 

Sara, Andde (ed.). 2002. “Regional characteristics of Sapmi and the Sámi people”. Nordisk 

Samisk Institutt. 31 pages. (EC) 

 

Todal, Jon. 2003. “The Sámi school system in Norway and international cooperation, 

Comparative Education, Volume 39, No. 2 pp. 185–192. 10 pages. (EC) 

 

 

 

http://www.emz-berlin.de/projekte_e/pj50_pdf/
http://www.metapress.com/content/?k=ollila+perspectives+finnish
http://www.fuen.org/pdfs/
http://taylorandfrancis.metapress.com/(uxampo455ihwhj55g4o5ncqd)/app/home/search-articles-results.asp?referrer=searchmainxml&backto=homemain,1,1;


 

 

Governmental institutions: Representation, parliament, government and local politics 

 

Torbjørn Bergman and Kaare Strøm (2010) (eds.): The Madisonian Turn: Political parties and 

parliamentary democracy in Nordic Europe Ann Arbor, Mi., University of Michigan Press, 

Chapters 2-7 (pp. 35-296) 

 

Baldersheim, Harald and Krister Ståhlberg (2002): “From guided democracy to multi-level 

governance: Trends in central-local relations in the Nordic countries”, Local Government 

Studies, Vol. 28, No 3, pp, 74-90(EC) 

 

Nina C. Raaum (2005): Gender equality and political representation: 

A Nordic comparison, West European Politics, 28:4, 872-897 (EC) 

 

Rose, Lawrence (2004): “Local government and politics”, ch. 10 in K. Heidar (ed.): Nordic 

Politics, Oslo, Universitetsforlaget, Oslo, pp. 164-182 (C) 

 

Mikko Mattila and Tapio Raunio (2002): “Government Formation in the Nordic 

Countries: The Electoral Connection” Scandinavian Political Studies, Vol. 25, No. 3, 259-280 

(EC) 

 

Political parties and elections 

 

Nic Aylott: “Parties and Party Systems in the North”, in T. Bergman and K. Strøm (eds.); The 

Madisonian Turn. Political parties and parliamentary democracy in Nordic Europe”, Ann 

Arbor, Mi., University of Michigan Press, pp. 297-328 (B) 

 

 See also the party system descriptions in each of the country chapters in in T. 

Bergman and K. Strøm (eds.); The Madisonian Turn. Political parties and 

parliamentary democracy in Nordic Europe”, Ann Arbor, Mi., University of Michigan 

Press: 

Denmark: pp. 69-79 

Finland: pp. 113-117 

Iceland: pp. 161-166 

Norway: pp. 202-209 

Sweden: pp. 252-258 

 

Åsa Bengtsson ,Kasper Hansen, Ólafur Þ Harõarson, Hanne Marthe Narud, Henrik Oscarsson 

(2013): The Nordic Voter: Myths of exceptionalism, Wivenhoe Park, ECPR Press, (B)  

   

David Arter (2012): “’Big bang’ elections and party system change in Scandinavia: Farewell 

to the ‘enduring party system’?”, Parliamentary Affairs. Vol. 65, 822-844 (EC) 

 

Referenda 

Setälä, Maija. 1999. “Referendums in Western Europe- A wave of direct democracy?”  

Scandinavian political studies, vol 22, issue 4, page 327-ff. 20 pages (EC) 

 

(See also article by Sitter below under Security policy and European integration) 

 

http://press.ecpr.eu/author_details.asp?peopleID=122
http://press.ecpr.eu/author_details.asp?peopleID=123
http://press.ecpr.eu/author_details.asp?peopleID=124
http://press.ecpr.eu/author_details.asp?peopleID=125
http://press.ecpr.eu/author_details.asp?peopleID=126
http://www.blackwell-synergy.com/toc/scps/22/4


 

 

 

Corporatism, interest groups and social capital 

  

Corporatism and interest groups: 

 

Anthonsen, Mette and Johannes Lindvall (2009): Party Competition and the Resilience 

of Corporatism, Government and Opposition, Vol. 44, No. 2, pp. 167–187 (EC) 

 

Lindvall, Johannes and Joakim Sebring (2005): “Policy Reform and the Decline of 

Corporatism in Sweden”,   West European Politics, Vol. 28, No. 5, 1057 – 1074 (EC) 

 

Erik Lundberg (2012): “Changing balance: the participation and role of voluntary 

organisations in the Swedish policy process”, Scandinavian Political Studies, Vol. 35, no. 4, 

347-371 (EC) 

 

Peter Munck et.al: «Varieties of democracy: Interest groups and corporatist 

Committees in Scandinavian policy making» Voluntas, 2010, 22-40 (EC) 

 

Social capital: 

 

Back, Maria and Elina Kestila (2009): “Social capital and political trust in Finland: An 

individual level assessment”; Scandinavian political studies, Vol. 32, 2, 171-194 (EC) 

 

Rotstein, Bo and D Linde (2003):”Social capital in Scandinavia”, Scandinavian political 

studies , vol. 26, no. 1 (special issue)  (EC) 

 

 

Security policy and European integration 
 

Eliasson, Johan. 2004. “Traditions, Identity and Security: the legacy of Neutrality in Finnish 

and Swedish Security politics in light of European integration”. European Integration Online 

Papers, vol 8, Number 6. 27 pp. (EC) 

 

Carmen Gebhard (2013): «Soft competition: Finland, Sweden and the Northern Dimension of 

the European Union», Scandinavian Political Studies, vol. 36, no. 4, 365-390 (EC) 

 

Gstöhl, Sieglinde. 2002. “Scandinavia and Switzerland: small, successful and stubborn 

towards the EU”. Journal of European Public Policy, Volume 9, Number 4, pp 529-549 (21). 

20 pages (EC) 

 

Cynthia Kite (2010): “East-West Conflict and Europeanisation. International effects on 

democratic politics”, in T. Bergman and K. Strøm (eds.); The Madisonian Turn. Political 

parties and parliamentary democracy in Nordic Europe”, Ann Arbor, Mi., University of 

Michigan Press, pp. 329-355 (B) 

 

Sami Moisio (2008): “Finlandisation versus westernization: Political recognition and 

Finland’s European Union membership debate”, National Identity, Vol 10, No. 1, 77-93 (EC) 

http://eiop.or.at/cgi-bin/erpa-search.pl?site=EIoP&cmd=search&format=EIoP&qtitle=eliasson&cmd=search
http://eiop.or.at/cgi-bin/erpa-search.pl?site=EIoP&cmd=search&format=EIoP&qtitle=eliasson&cmd=search
http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/routledg/rjpp/2002/00000009/00000004/art00003#avail
http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/routledg/rjpp/2002/00000009/00000004/art00003#avail


 

Tapio Raunio (2007): “Softening but persistent: Euroscepticism in the Nordic countries”, Acta 

Politica, Vol. 43, 191-210 (EC) 

 

Raunio, Tapio and Matti Wiberg (2009): “How to measure the Europeanisation of a national 

legislature?”, Scandinavian political studies, Vol. 33, 1, 74-92 (EC) 

 

Sitter, Nick. “To structure political conflict: the institutionalization of referendums on 

European integration in the Nordic countries", in Mailja Setala and Theo Schiller (eds.) 

(2009): Referendums and representative democracy. Responsiveness, accountability and 

deliberation. London: Routledge, pp. 77-97. (C) 

 

Thorhallsson, Baldur and Christian Rebhan: (2011): “Iceland’s economic crash and 

integration takeoff: An end to European Union scepticism”, Scandinavian political studies, 

Vol. 34, no.1, pp. 53-73 (EC) 

 

Shirin Ahlback Øberg and Ann-Cathrine Jungar (2009): “The influence of national 

parliaments over domestic European Union politics”, Scandinavian political studies, Vol. 32, 

no. 4, 359-381 (EC) 

 

 

The Nordic welfare states.  

 

Fritzell J., Bäckman O. and Ritakallio V.-M. (2011): “Income inequality and poverty: do the 

Nordic countries still constitute a family of their own?” in Jon Kvist, Johan Fritzell, Bjørn 

Hvinden, and Olli Kangas (eds.), Changing Social Equality: The Nordic welfare model in the 

21st century. Bristol: Policy Press, pp. 165-185.(B) 

 

Gerdes, Christer and Eskil Wadensjö (2011): “Is immigration challenging the economic 

sustainability of the Nordic welfare model?” in Jon Kvist, Johan Fritzell, Bjørn Hvinden, and 

Olli Kangas (eds.), Changing Social Equality: The Nordic welfare model in the 21st century. 

Bristol: Policy Press, pp.187-199.(B) 

 

Hussain, M. Azhar, Olli Kangas & Jon Kvist (2011): “Welfare state institutions, 

unemployment and poverty: Comparative analysis of unemployment benefits and labour 

market participation in 15 European countries” in Jon Kvist, Johan Fritzell, Bjørn Hvinden, 

and Olli Kangas (eds.), Changing Social Equality: The Nordic welfare model in the 21st 

century. Bristol: Policy Press, pp. 119-142.(B) 

 

Nanna Kildal & Stein Kuhnle (2005) "The Nordic welfare model and the idea of 

universalism", in Kildal and Kuhnle (eds) Normative Foundations of the Welfare State: The 

Nordic Experience (London: Routledge: pp. 13-33 (C) 

 

Mikko Kautto (2010): "The Nordic Countries", in Castles, F., et al (eds) The Oxford 

Handbook of the Welfare State (Oxford: OUP: pp.586-600) (C) 

 

Matti Alestalo, Sven E.O. Hort, Stein Kuhnle (2010): The Nordic Model: Conditions, origins, 

outcomes, lessons, Hertie School of Governance, Working Papers, No. 41 (EC) 

 



Mikael Nygård (2006): “Welfare ideological change in Scandinavia: A comparative analysis 

of partisan welfare state positions in four Nordic countries, 1970-2003”, Scandinavian 

political studies, Vol. 29, 4, 356-385 (EC) 

 

Rønsen, Marit, and Kari Skrede. "Nordic fertility patterns: compatible with gender equality?", 

in Anne Lise Ellingsæter and Leira, Arnlaug (eds.). 2006. Politicising Parenthood in 

Scandinavia. Gender relations in welfare states. Bristol: The Policy Press, pp. 53-76. 

 

Eydal, G. B. and Rostgaard, T. (2011), Gender Equality Revisited – Changes in Nordic 

Childcare Policies in the 2000s. Social Policy & Administration, 45: 161–179 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1467-9515.2010.00762.x/abstract (EC) 

 

Kvist, J. and Greve, B. (2011), Has the Nordic Welfare Model Been Transformed?. Social 

Policy & Administration, 45: 146–160 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1467-9515.2010.00761.x/abstract (EC) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1467-9515.2010.00762.x/abstract
https://kalender.uib.no/owa/redir.aspx?C=6387860a6fad4140a825319b1f998167&URL=http%3a%2f%2fonlinelibrary.wiley.com%2fdoi%2f10.1111%2fj.1467-9515.2010.00761.x%2fabstract

