
EUR105- European Union Institutions, Politics, 

and Policies 

1. Emnebeskrivelse 
European Union Institutions, Politics, and Policies" aims at giving a good 

understanding of the polity, politics, and policies of the European Union. We 

will discuss the institutions of the EU and explore how they compare to 

government institutions of national political systems. Further, we will look at 

what the EU does. This means we will go through the range policies that the 

EU is to very different degrees involved in. We then discuss the theories that 

seek to explain the process of European integration. Was European 

integration fully under control of national governments or did it develop a 

dynamic of its own driven by the EU institutions themselves? Another 

important part of the course focusses on actors and how political parties, 

interest groups, and public opinion shape the politics of the EU. 

 

Apart from covering the fundamental knowledge of institutions, policies, and 

actors, the course also takes an applied perspective by discussing issues that 

are currently salient in EU politics and inviting practitioners for guest lectures 

to provide an inside view of EU politics and policy-making. 

2. Vurdering av emnedesign i forhold til mål og resultater (inkludert 
hovedfunn fra egenevalueringer og studentevalueringer) 
Raimondas 
 

3. Beskrivelse av videreutvikling av emnet Raimondas 
 

 
4. Opplysninger om hvem har behandlet og fulgt opp emneevaluering 

og når: Kristen Steiner (Studiekonsulent) Kjetil Evjen 
(Undervisningsleder) og Raimondas Ibenskas (emneansvarlig) 
 
 

• Pensumlister (vedlagt) 

• FS-rapporter om gjennomføring i perioden (FS754.001) (vedlagt) 

• Studentevalueringer  
 

31 of 76 students answered the course evaluation. The majority of students found the 
contents of the lectures and the literature to range from good to excellent. EUR105 also has 
a seminar component which the students rated mostly from fair to good, but overall, the 
students believed the seminars helped, but there could be fewer. Some specific evaluations 
from the students are as follows: 
 
-The content of the course was presented in an easy to understand manner and was easy to 
follow. I would describe it as a good introductory course. However, regarding certain topics I 



would have enjoyed more in depth discussions, like we did it in the special lecture with the 
movie, I really enjoyed that one. 
-It was positive that we got concrete feedback on the assignment 
 
- I feel like the seminars can be a bit repetitive over time. Simply gathering information from 
the website didn’t seem very useful for learning, I think the group discussions and debates 
are more engaging and help test our understanding of the material and our critical thinking 
skills. 
 
-Some good contents, especially when it was active learning. But questions to discuss with 
fellow students in a small group is not really worth anything. They have read or not read the 
same literature and it is really dependent of it. 
The active learning with working within internet resources about the EU was good. 
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